tained granular material with an electron lucent central halo (Fig. 2) . Particles were also seen in the lumen (Figs. 1 and 3 ). It seems that the particles entered the lumen through occasional bursts of the apical cytoplasm ( Fig. 3 ). Particles were found in only one region of the striated duct and none were found in the other regions of the duct systems.
These particles seemed to have morphological properties in common with those of the coronavirus group which cause a variety of diseases; hepatitis, encephalitis, chronic immunological mediated diseases2,3) and diar-rhea4) in the mouse, and rhinitis, trachei-tis5), pneumonitis5,6) and sialodacryoadeni-tis7,8) in the rat. Doi et al.9) reported that sialodacryoadenitis (SDA virus) had two different surface projections as surface components. The particles in the present study also had similar surface projections. As the other characteristics of these particles were in general agreement with the properties of SDA virus as described previously7, 9, 10) , they may also be SDA viruses.
The preferential site of SDA virus in the major sublingual gland of naturally infected rats has not yet been reported. The particles observed in this study were located preferentially in the epithelial cells of the duct. It has been already pointed out that SDA virus have an affinity with ductal epithelial cells of the parotid and submandibular glands7, 9, 10) . It is also speculated that the cytoplasmic vesicles of the ductal epithelial cells in the sublingual gland may be the preferential muturation sites of these particles. 
